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Synopsis

Shape up your English with thousands of idioms Whether you are a learner of English who is having
difficulty understanding expressions in everyday speech or a native speaker who wants to expand
your written or spoken range, you need a comprehensive reference for idioms, common phrases,
and sayings of American English. McGraw-Hill's American Idioms Dictionary shows you the ropes of
English and helps you: Expand your English-speaking abilities with these 14,000-plus expressions,
proverbs, and common sayings, listed alphabetically Use American idioms correctly by following the
many helpful examples Easily find the right phrase by one of its key words Some examples of the
colorful English language, as spoken by Americans: at peace relaxed and happy every trick in the
book every deceptive method known Johnny-on-the-spot someone who is in the right place at the
right time make a killing to have a great success, especially in making money nine-to-five job a job
with normal daytime hours scream bloody murder to complain bitterly take a powder to leave; to

leave town
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Customer Reviews

Shape up your English with thousands of idioms Whether you are a learner of English who is having
difficulty understanding expressions in everyday speech or a native speaker who wants to expand
your written or spoken range, you need a comprehensive reference for idioms, common phrases,
and sayings of American English. McGraw-Hill's American Idioms Dictionary shows you the ropes of

English and helps you: Expand your English-speaking abilities with these 14,000-plus expressions,



proverbs, and common sayings, listed alphabetically Use American idioms correctly by following the
many helpful examples Easily find the right phrase by one of its key words Some examples of the
colorful English language, as spoken by Americans: at peace relaxed and happy every trick in the
book every deceptive method known Johnny-on-the-spot someone who is in the right place at the
right time make a killing to have a great success, especially in making money nine-to-five job a job
with normal daytime hours scream bloody murder to complain bitterly take a powder to leave; to

leave town

Richard A. Spears, Ph.D., was a professor of linguistics at Northwestern University before he turned
to editorial work. He has written more than 150 books and articles on various aspects of language.

His main interest is in phrasal dictionaries and references designed for language learners.

| am a Middle School teacher and | use this Idioms Dictionary as a reference for my students daily.
The definitions are clear and succinct and it is so easy find what you are looking for. It's nice that it

works as well for a twelve or thirteen year-old as it does for a well-educated adult.

pretty thorough. this primarily provides a definition and an example usage for each phrase. if you're

looking for the origins/history of an idiom, this is not what the book you’re looking for.

Amazing book. The book arrived in pristine conditions. It helps me a lot with my grammar. My

English teacher recommended it to me. | am a college student.

Another fine book. It is easy to use (like a dictionary on idioms). Clear printing regular, bold words,
couple with explanation in simple sentences. | highly introduce this book to whomever has a need
for American Idioms.

| like this dictionary because of its richness - 14000+ idioms.| own Kindle Edition and like it, but don’t
like that the contents have no entries for every letter (A, B, C etc). There is only "Dictionary" entry
that leads to ’A’. | also expected to see Key word index keys to be somehow hyper links.

Absolutely essential to understand American English. Good for writers and new arrivals to America.

The key word index is especially helpful. | like that the definitions/explanations give a lot of



examples. While it has a large collection of idioms, it did not have some idioms that | looked up.

Overall, | would recommend it.

Good
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